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The process of uniting two churches is in some ways similar to the process that unites two people in marriage. The process goes through three well-known stages of courting, engagement, and marriage. The courting stage begins when two people meet for the first time, perhaps introduced by a mutual friend. The engagement stage commences when one asks the others for their hand in marriage. The marriage starts when a ceremony is held and an official pronounces the two are now one.
I. The courting stage is a time of getting to know each other.
A. There will be some flirting, putting the best foot forward, playing hard-to-get, checking each other out, chit-chatting, and beating around the bush.
B. There will be some times spent together, assessing each other’s attitudes, beliefs and values, and seeking to find common interests. Mutual courtesy will guide both parties.
C. There will be some tentative approaches and responses, one will take the other’s hand, which may (in turn) lead to some hugging and kissing and other gestures of attraction and affection. At this point (hopefully) parental approval is desired and sought.
If the courting stage goes well, the couple is ready to move on to the engagement stage.
II. The engagement stage is a time of commitment and planning.
A. A proposal has been made and answered in the affirmative; two have agreed to become one, hopefully in the Lord.
B. The planning begins; the time, place, style, participants and official for the ceremony are discussed.
C. The premarital counseling process is set up and begun.
D. The planning continues; roles are defined, the number of children is discussed, which names will be used is decided, and the preparation of each to leave family and home is detailed.
E. There will be open disclosure by both parties. There will be no secrets or ghosts in closets. Pre-nuptial agreements will be made, preferably in writing. 
F. Plans for getting the word out are determined.
If the engagement stage goes well, the couple is ready to move on to the marriage stage.
III. The marriage stage is a time of social, legal, and religious interdependence.
A. The two have become one, with the same expectations, dreams and goals.
B. The marriage results in a family that perpetuates the name, values and heritage.
C. A healthy family strengthens our nation and all our institutions.
D. (This list could go on, but the point is made.)

If the three stages identified above are similar to two churches uniting, then it remains for the two churches to articulate how and when they will move through the stages of courting, engagement, and marriage.

