* Reaching out to the Community

through a Block Party *
1.  What is a block party?
· It is a FUN gathering sponsored by the church in HONOR of the community.  FUN: Church volunteers should be happy and smiling.  If you are easily stressed or agitated this is not the ministry for you.  
HONOR:  Pick a volunteer and tell them you are going to throw a party in their honor.
Ask them what kind of cake they like, then tell them the kind of cake you’re going get, for example:

“Chocolate.”  “Chocolate? Oh, I think I’ll go with carrot cake – I LOVE the cream cheese frosting.”

Then ask what kind of music then go with a different kind.  Tell everyone you’re thinking of getting

tee shirts with a picture of you on it that says YOUR NAME throws a great party.  Then ask everyone who
the party is really honoring.  Explain that the music, food and entertainment selections should be with
the guests in mind.  Of course, you would not plan anything that would be offensive to your church volunteers.
· It’s a tool to build RELATIONSHIPS where the gospel can be shared physically and verbally.  Demonstrate how to give Bibles or Sports Witnessing Tracts to the party guests.  Choose a volunteer with a name badge.  Call them by name and ask them if they are having a good time at the party.  Then ask if you can give them a free gift.  If it’s a marked New Testament, ask them if you can show them how to use it (using page numbers instead of scripture references).  Then give the volunteer a sticker dot to put on their name badge.  Ask everyone why you did this.  The answer is: the sticker dot indicates the guest has already been given a Bible or tract. This ensures that the guest doesn’t have multiple persons approaching them with the gospel.  Compare this to how you feel when you go shopping for furniture or a car and have multiple salesmen chasing you.
· It’s a tool to identify community NEEDS.  Pick a volunteer with a name badge.  Using the yellow survey sheet on a clipboard, ask them what kind of activities they would like to see your church sponsor in the community.  Do not hand them the clipboard but mark their answers for them – hey – it’s their day off and they are trying to party!!!  After completing, give the volunteer a different color sticker to put on their name badge.  Ask everyone why you did this.  They will know (see above paragraph)!
Point out to everyone that sometimes a guest may decline the free gift or the survey.  That’s okay.  Just make sure they get a sticker dot so that no one else bothers them.  We rarely get no’s.  
· It sends a message that we care.  If your volunteers are wearing tee shirts with a message like “We’re here to serve you” or “Welcome to the party” it identifies the sponsoring church and sends a clear message that your church group is a nice, fun bunch of people that care about the community.
2.  What is the purpose of a block party?
· To identify the needs of the community as DEFINED by the residents.  Explain that you cannot go up to a stranger and tell them what they need.  If you plan a Bible study or computer training class that no one has asked for – probably no one will come.  But if the community residents ask for an activity, they are more likely to participate in it.  The yellow survey has been used over twenty times in Jacksonville and Bible studies are always in the top ten and usually in the top five items chosen out of the fifty plus listed,
· To start building relationships with members of the COMMUNITY.
Using the survey, plan activities to meet the needs of the community.  This is a tool to contact the person and inform them of the activity they chose, then get to know them through the activity.
3.  Relationship or FRIENDSHIP evangelism occurs when 
     Christians build bridges of love and friendship with non-Christians.
      Friendship opens the door to sharing Jesus through loving and caring for your new friend.  As you get to  

        know them you can pray for them and with them.  As you participate in planned activities you have the 

        opportunity to share in an informal manner.  This should be a genuine relationship between friends.
4.  Relationships are:
· Intentional Ever had a relationship that was NOT intentional?  Any time you make a phone call, meet someone for lunch, visit a friend or send a note of encouragement you are being intentional.  You can’t build a relationship without being intentional.  
· NEED BASED Ask for examples of relationships that are need based (i.e. children/parents; work buddies; neighborhood associations).  Ask for characteristics.
· Forgiving  The best kind of friends and family are those that love you unconditionally, the way that Jesus loves us and wants us to love others.  If God forgets our sins, we would do well do forget ours and those of our friends/family.
· LONG TERM Ever have a relationship that lasted five minutes, an hour or a day?
· Unique No two relationships are the same.  Some are formal, some are relaxed, some in daily contact, some weekly, some friends can talk for hours, some friends are supportive with just their presence,  
5.  Activity ideas for the party:  
      dee jay or live band  *  good food  *  face painting  *  clowns  *  games   

      space walks  *  dunking booths  *   fire department   *   puppet shows

      helium balloons  *   FIRST CLASS door prizes *  popcorn  *   snow cones

6.  How to plan a block party
     (see orange attachment).
      SIDE ONE

      Block party planning list.

      Item 5.  Prize acquisition.  Get donations from neighborhood businesses.  Big requests are   

        usually submitted to corporate offices but many businesses can give $20-30 in merchandise or gift

        certificates with the manager’s approval. Emphasize that your church is planning a faith based community

        activity.  Show them the survey and explain that community needs will determine your future activities.   Tell 

        them you will put the name of their business in ?? number of flyers that will be distributed in the
        community and that you’ll plug their business when you award the prize.  Ask if it would help if you send 
        a thank you note on your church letterhead.
      Item 7.  Teams.  Try to have one captain and two team members for a total of three per team.  This 

        allows for coverage if someone has to go for supplies or a break.  You don’t want one person trying to bag

        popcorn to a line of fifty people.

        PUBLICITY TEAM…VERY IMPORTANT!  The team is responsible for posters in store 

        fronts and distribution of flyers.  The day of the event they will be responsible for posting signs along the
        road or walk ways directing them to the event.
      SIDE TWO
    *Things you need to know about block parties* 
1. Be happy – SMILE!  You are an ambassador for Christ.

2. Make it a FIRST CLASS event.  How would you like it if I invited you to my house for a cookout and gave you a chicken hot dog and a dented can of soda?  Don’t get your food or prizes from the scratch and dent or damaged goods bin.
3. It is in HONOR of the community – it’s about them.

4. DRESS appropriately.  I’m sure you all know how to dress decently but wear clothing that can handle snow cone syrup or a collision with a loaded hot dog.
5. ARRIVE on TIME – not early or late.  The set up team should arrive first to set up the tables, chairs and canopies.  If the popcorn equipment arrives before the tables are set up, someone’s going to be standing around holding heavy equipment.   
6. Stick to your ASSIGNED area or task.  

7. If you have questions, ask your TEAM CAPTAIN.

8. Have FUN!

7.  Follow-up ideas after the Big Event
· At the block party announce the NEXT ACTIVITY.  This establishes a bridge from the current activity to the next so that you can start an on-going ministry.
· Begin on-going ministry to meet physical, emotional and SPIRITUAL needs.  Be consistent.  Use the surveys to plan activities.  
        Contact the people who expressed interest in the specific activities (i.e.  computer training, homework  

        help, Bible studies).
· Invite residents from the community to SPECIAL programs at the church.  Programs like Christmas dramas, Easter egg hunts, fall festivals, financial planning, marriage enrichment, children/teen activities – programs that may interest the individual.
8.  Do’s & Don’ts for the Party Outreach
· Do be FLEXIBLE.  If your party is in an public area (field or park) you may see someone drinking beer.  Our goal is not to get people to quit drinking but to build a relationship with them where we can share Jesus.  Their relationship with Jesus will prompt them to change their lives.  How many of you changed your lives because someone pressured or offended you?  How many changed because of Jesus.  REMEMBER:  People don’t go to hell because they drink/smoke/commit adultery, etc….they go to hell because they reject Jesus.  People don’t go to heaven because they are good…they go to heaven because Jesus is their savior.  So…  
· Don’t try to CHANGE the residents or guests.

· Do be a listener.  You’ll learn more about the needs and interests of the individual by listening.  Listening shows you care.
· Don’t be too CHURCHY.  Justification…sanctification…testimony…on fire for the Lord…Roman road to salvation…  these words can cause some people to feel inferior or to think that we’re just plain weird!  Neither of those emotions are conducive to building a relationship with someone.
I think it’s safe to say that most people are not into inferiority or weirdness!
· Don’t expect instant success…it takes TIME.  Ask for a show of hands of how many people present are married.  Ask those who raised their hands if any of them made a decision to marry their spouse the day they met them.  Why not?  Why didn’t they press for a decision right away?
Ask three different couples how long their engagements were.  Why did it take longer for some than others?  Does that mean their courtship was wrong?  No!  In the same way, it takes time to build a relationship and takes some relationships more time than others yet all are valid relationships.
9.  Legal concerns for the ministry
· Screen (background checks) and TRAIN volunteer workers.
No exceptions:  ANYONE WORKING WITH CHILDREN MUST HAVE A BACKGROUND CHECK!  Never be alone with a child.
· Verify insurance coverage  Call your churches insurance provider and describe the event to insure coverage.
· Minister in PAIRS  Men minister to men and women to women.  Couples can minister together.  This is for your safety and theirs.  Example:  A woman who has been mistreated by men all her life may mistaken a man’s common courtesy for romantic attention. 
10.  Keeping the Ministry Alive
· Variety If you plan computer training classes you can still have a Christmas social.
· Consistency  COUNTS  Be there when you say you will!  If you are a no show it just proves you can’t trust a Christian.   Plan for what you can deliver.  Can you follow through on biweekly, weekly or monthly activities?  Any of these are effective when they are consistent.
· Minister to their physical, emotional and spiritual needs.  Sometimes a person has needs that need to be met before they are ready for the spiritual.  An extreme example is a nearly unconscious, starving person.  What do you give them?  A Bible or a bowl of rice.  In our hectic, time pressured society sometimes people need some kind of relief (help with children, handling finances, health issues) before they are open to the spiritual.  And they are more receptive to those that care to help.  How many churches have ProLife Sunday’s but actually help unwed mothers?  Walk the talk.
Read I John 3:18.
· Be aware of available resources.  The Florida Baptist Convention and the Jacksonville Baptist Association have training materials for marriage, family and life enrichment.  Banks have staff devoted to community education (i.e. how to budget, buying a first home, lease vs. buying a car, etc.)
The police and fire departments will do crime prevention and fire safety classes.

11.  Difference from traditional outreach methods:
· Fulfillment of the GREAT commission.  Jesus said “GO” not sit, not mail an invitation, not leave a message on an answering machine…GO…GO…GO!
· No TRADITIONS to overcome.  Imagine the beauty of ministry work without “We’ve always done it this way” or “We’ve never done it that way before”?
· The opportunity to minister to the LOST.  Where are lost people located?  
                 Are they in the church?  Would our ministries be more effective if they were conveniently located 

                 for the lost rather than our church members? 
If you church were no longer in existence, would anyone other than your church members notice?

Are you ready for some football???

Are you ready to party?!?!?

Are you ready to share Jesus through

your actions???!!!!
